
HB1171:  Labor and Employment - Maryland Employee Protection Plan for 
Vaccine Refusal 
FAVORABLE 
Dear Chair Davis, Vice-Chair Dumais, and Members of the Economic Matters 
Committee, 

My name is Tina Young, I am the mother of the late Jasmine Imani William - Young. I 
am representing and speaking on the behalf of Jasmine, my 2 daughters Breanna, 
Alexis along with my grandson Benjamin and all the beautiful black people in my family 
and community. 
  
On November 27th 2014, Jasmine gifted our family with a beautiful healthy baby boy, 
she named him Benjamin, she chose that name from the bible as Benjamin is 1 of 12 
tribes.  Like any new mother, Jasmine was happy. Soon after delivery, she was offered 
a flu vaccine and told by the nurse that if she was to fall ill with the flu, her son would 
surely die. As a new mom, you want to protect your child, out of love and an enormous 
amount of fear, she accepted the vaccine. She never gave it a second thought, she 
understood that she was protecting herself from the potentially deadly virus and she 
was also protecting her son. The nurse gave her the vaccine without providing the 
proper information about the possible adverse effects of the vaccine. No one ever 
advised her that there is a small possibility that the vaccine can cause one to become 
disabled or can cause GUILLIAN BARRE SYNDROME or DEATH (in fact, as a 
consumer, I nor did Jasmine had ever heard of the syndrome). 6 weeks after the 
vaccine, Jasmine became totally disabled with Guillain-Barre Syndrome, never to 
recover, she was never informed of the risk and never had the chance to be the mother 
she dreamt of.  Her doctors at Johns Hopkins confirmed that it was from the flu shot that 
she received. 
 
On July 26, 2019, Jasmine passed away during the night at home, from the chronic 
effects of Guillain-Barre.  She was 26 years old. No one in my immediate family or 
community had ever heard or been advised that an FDA approved vaccine can kill you.  
 
People should have the right to decide what is best for them once ALL information is 
provided. Although Jasmine is no longer here, I have 2 other daughters who are both 
young, healthy just like their sister, I do not want them to be forced to take a rushed and 
politicized experimental vaccine so they can earn a living. If Jasmine had been forced to 
take the shot that killed her by an employer, I would have sued the business she worked 
for when she became disabled and for her death.  
 
This virus is the most deadly virus in WORLD history. The black community is afraid 
because of the history and relationship we have experienced in history. There is a 
deadly history of lies and deceit in our community. We understand the severity of this 
deadly virus and I take it very seriously, on June 4th 2020 I lost my boyfriend Dwayne 
Mitchelle to COVID, he was healthy and didn't have any health issues, he was only 43 
years old. Even though I lost my boyfriend to Covid, I do not want to see anyone be 
forced to take this vaccine.  I know what an FDA approved vaccine that everyone says 
is safe and effective can do.  It took my daughter’s life. 



 
The black community needs all information on the vaccine, there has been reports of 
people dying following vaccination on the vaccine, there isn't enough medical or 
scientific data for a well informed decision to be made. People are being told that if they 
don't vaccinate, they can lose their jobs, out of fear, desperation and the threat of losing 
their jobs, some people are willing to take it. I think it's wrong for an employer to make a 
life changing threat against their employees UNLESS the employer will provide the 
adequate finances, long term care and full benefits to their employees should they fall ill 
or die after vaccination. A full disclosure along with resources should be provided to 
every consumer should there be an adverse effect. Jasmine was not given that 
information, allowing people to decide what is best for them with all of the information is 
the right thing to do.  
 
Please do the job we in the black community elected and trusted you to do, protect and 
build a healthy community.  
 
http://chng.it/2drnJtL8  
 
 
Tina Young 
Carroll County 
 



 


